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B0YS'_“ (b) it shoul.d be written in good English;
QF THE ” 1 (c) the incidents should be presented with reason-

- ._ . able probability and likelihood.
By R, J, GILLINGS “The Last of the Mohicans” satises none of these require-

_______ ments! Of course, this is no sudden discovery. Years ago

MAY BECKER, in her “Choosing Books for Children”, Mark T,wain took “_Dee1:S1%1y91“”_ 11119 “P911111111991", P19113’
<< (1 1 e din and thoroughly to pieces, in his own inimitable manner, but fewwrites: Action, adventure, danger, an a iappy n g,

you have a book for a boy in his early teens.” Under the teachers seemltothhavebeen 111€P1_999€9 (Pifh 111EaS9c111&91iI1é

headin‘ of “Adventure and Romance” she lists 36 recom- S9 191 11$ app)’ I 999 11°99 911 91°19 9 ' 9
.9

mended books, of which “The Last of the Mohicans” is placed M911199~11S”'
t 0 d lld d a d th adventurethirty-sixth. This is its correct place. In fact, I doubt (91) T11991919111SV91s'1199111 1 ' 9 119 1 11 4 9

1 11 '1; 11 111 be in the 1181 at Q11 111 TQ1'-H1311 and doubtful. But there is an abundance of danger! Oh, plentywie ier 1 s ou . . . .

Lima’s book, “Children’s Reading: A Guide for Parents and 91 9911129111 T119 111111939118 P911» 119W9V91‘> 19 111911 111991 91 11 15

Teachers”, all of Cooper’s novels are listed as suitable for 911511)’ 1111919111119 by 1119 111991 91911191111115’ 119y'S99111 l11‘11191P19S-
1'1d > d" () of the beef of 311 0-“ides “-011111 be The reader is amazed at the utter ineptness of the characterscii rens rea ing. ne .. ,_ A

for parents and teachers (including Terman and Lima) W119 1°9P991991.V 1311 11119 1119 91111111991 91 1111119» 11119 W119 1911V9
themsdves to read some of the books they Suggest themselves wide open to peril and massacre by their wanton

“The Last of the Mohicans” has been regarded as a dlsregard of Slmple 1)mdence and cannon‘
popular boys’ book for over a century, for the last half of A119 11191'9 991119 S9 911911)’ 119119 119911 911911113’ 9119111§-’J- A113’
W1111311 it has been foisted on the uneuepeetinfl ee1,O011,0y by schoolboy could foresee the natural ending if he could rely
teachers who know it by repute only. The title, of course, 11P911 C99P91"$ 991199 91 9 S191? B111 C99l191"S 91191“?19191'9> 191‘
attracts them. It may be Professor Lounsbury who is respoii- 9119 911191111?‘ 11119 1111119119V=11119 1111111119, 19139591 311 111911“ 91111"
S1b1e for its Continued p0pu1a1.11y_ He Said Of Cooper: “At ning, all the craft of the Woodsman. all the delicate art of
his best, he has had no superiors and very few equals in the 1119 191'9S1> 9V91‘.V 99111111911P1999 111911119111 91 11191911 W?l1‘11“9.~

description of scenes and the narration of events.” Or it may 91119 9~119W99 C0111 and UHPHS to be Stabbed to death before
have been Honoré de Balzac, who wrote: “I know of no one 111911“ 9799- C9191 9-119 11119113, 1111119 Y911» 1119 9111.17 91191‘?19191‘S
in the world, save Walter Scott, who has, risen to his 11111119 119911 P991113’ W91‘111 $?1V111§’-'1 111711111 99 Y911 S11I1l1999
grandeur and serenity of colours.” This is praise indeed! H9'_“’11'9)’9 W99 99111?“ 91 1119 V9111’ 11191119111? Y911 W111 1191"91.V
One can imagine the parent and the teacher attitude. “VVh_v b9119V9 111 H9 “'99 199111112" 9111 A119 111 hie llnd he held
plough through ‘The Last of the Mohicans’ when Professor “L91 119118119 C91'9111119”, “K111‘D991°”» 91 W11999 V91'.V 1191119 1119
Lounsbury and Balzac assure us of its quality?” Their - 1191111915 11‘9mb1ed With feel‘! Did he use it? He did not!
praise is so fulsome for so poor a novel that I very much Come! Come!! Hawk-eye, wake up!! Look! Le Cerf-
doubt whether they read it themselves with any great care, agile, Uncas, is unarmed and wounded! The La-st of the
or with an eye to criticism. Mohicans! He is about to be murdered by Le Renard Subtil!

Of course, James Fenimore Cooper (1789-1851) wrote D0 Something! This is what happeiied,band what he did.
the book a century ago; but any defence of the book which 1 11119191

claims that submarines, aeroplanes, wireless and radar were 1199,95’ W1111 9» S1911 e11d_Ste=1dY leek, turned to Le Subtil and
not then known, and that these are the very things in which gzliigfhgypoiggr‘i1€1;’g;‘if3g"”1;iI‘g 71318911/;tt:1,1s(’:11Z9é1i 1:1}9eW<;11191 9°

- I1 I‘V6 QSSmodei-n.boys ape interested, cannot be sustained. _Whatever grmof the unresisting Delaware and passed his knife into his
the sub]ect, the story is the thing, and a book written two, °S°111__1111"9e Severe} tlmee before his Victim, Still keeping his
three, four, or even more centuries ago would be suitable §::§n1?g’,te(‘;ea‘:,n 9119911’ W111‘ 9 1°91‘ 91 1119X1111g111S11a1>19

for school libraries if it could o close to satisf 'n th f0llow- a is ee ' .
. tl 1.remen,[S_ g yl g e MBPCY! Mercy! Huron,” cried Heyward from above, inlng iree Peqll V - tones nearly choked by horror.

(a) the story should have “action, adventure, danger S1999 Cora had already suffered the same fate as Uncas some
and a happy (or reasonably happy) ending”; 11919 991919 1119 Plea for mercy on the part of Major Heyward,
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of the Royal American Army, was not only stupidly belated, Imagine a schoolboy trying to make sense of the last passage!but teteuy Childish as Wen
These are not isolated examples of Gooper’s “literary sharpingAh! but now Hawk-eye wakes up! Surely he has been and atting”, to use Mark Twain’s phrase. They occur onin a brown study! I quote again: every one of the 400 pages of the Mohicans, and if an adultIt was now when the body of his enemy was most eezzected

. is puzzled to make sense of them, how will a schoolboy fare?together that the agitated weapon of the scout was drawn to his
V If anything as brilliant as an idea evel hit Cooper, it is not inSh°“1de‘”- The s“rr°“nding r°°1?s thehlselves were mt steadier evidence in this book, much less a “train of consecutive ideas”.

than the piece became for the single instant that it poured out (C) The important incidents are unconvincing, articial,its contents.
;

.
-

. .
. ' b bl t bel d crous. \Ve read for

And another redskin bit the dust! But my dear sir, you 'a€;1In1;11§artS so lmpro 3" 8 as 0 u 1 ’
r

i ' e‘V 7
“ere to? late’ much too 1aiie' .W% are,reduce€1h to iicakmg In the hurry of the moment he had lost direction. In vain
Consolatlon from the expresslon In ncas S eye W en e was the scout turned either cheek towards the light air; they felt
being murdered.

equally cool. In this dilemma . . .(h) “The Leet Of the Mehieehs” is hot Written ih 80051 On the extraordinary supposition that one cheek might haveEnglish. Of course, we must not be too meticulous, too felt cooler than the other when turned towards the light air,pedagogio EVEII HOIIIBI‘ Il0dded- B1113 011 every page C00Pe1° it would be interesting to know what conclusion Hawk-eyebecomes prolix to the point of obscurity, and frequently
1 could have drawn from that phenomenon. It would be some-succeeds in writing what he does not mean as a consequence. thing unique in the art of trailing. Take the description ofHe has not the “mot juste”. Mark Twain said that “Cooper’s the massacre of Fort lVilliam Henry:word sense was singularly dull”, and he gave thirty examples More than two thousand raging savages broke from theof the {wrong use of words from a mere half dozen pages of f°_1i‘;1$t_ett§het§ighe11 eh{1tthPe,}’hthetms_e1VgS 365955 Hie Egtaltplaih

(4 -. 77 ‘ ' W1 IHS IHC 1V€ 3. aCI'1 y. G P211118 O IQS O G FOODS
Deelslayer ' From the Mohlcans I take the fouowmg

V threw themselves quickly into solid masses, endeavouring to
P3SSageS7

awe their assailants by the imposing appearance of a militaryHis charmed eyes were still riveted on the erce and dis~ front. The experiment in some measure succeeded, though far
appointed countenance of his foe, who fell sullenly and dis- too many suffered their loaded ntuskets to be torn from their
appointed down the irrecoverable precipice.

hands in the vain hope of appeasing the savages.
“Let us nd lgisure with our dying breath, to ask him for Vain’ indeed! Wiidt boy’ ii-Olwevei, Crednionsd would

penitence and par on.
. . . , .

Bounding from his footsteps, he appeared for an instant believe that of trained bodies of tioopsf The behaviour of thedarting through the air, and descending in a ball, he fell on Scottish commander, Munro, during this massacre, as
the chest of his enemy, drlvmg him many yards from the spot. described by Cooper, is ludicrous. It is scarcely in the
hialadlong and prostrate. (Only Uncas could dart through the tradition of it-anions Scottish ghting regimentd3- -

. . . .
The instant their mistake was rectied, the Whole party Here ls 3 P1999 of tralhng that Should go close t0 _a

retraced the error with the utmost diligence. world record. ‘Having noted the tracks of Le Renard SubtllHe rather affected the cold and inarticial manner which and the kidnapped Cora, HaWk_eye and his Companions note
characterizes all classes of Anglo-Americans when unexcited. , - - , - -

“But he who thinks that even a Mingo would ill~treat a the.gene1a1 dnfectlon Of th‘? mall entenng 3' Wood’ then time
Woman, unless it be to iomahawk hen knows nothing of Indian a- b’WOh canoe ’t’l’L» another dtrectton altogether, and some timenatur’ or the laws of the woods.” later (note this!) land on theDavid pursued the di1"ee_ti°h Of his gaze, and ih some . . . border of a region even less known than the deserts of
measure recalled the 1’ee011eet10I1 Of Heywe-Pd by SDeek111g- Arabia or the steppes of Tartary. A circuitous distance of more

His eyes opened as if he doubted their truth; and his voice than forty miles had been passedbecame instantly mute in excess of wonder.
. . . .

“What art thou.” demanddd Ddvid utterly disqualied But Uncas with Cooperian sagacity stood exultingly overto pursue his original intention, and nearly gasping for breath. a Spet 0f f1‘eSh effh that 100ked 81$ if it had been PeeehyHe was content to become a silent spectator of the fruits llptllrned.of a. contest that he had arrived too late to anticipate. “ ’Tis the trail!” exclaimed the scout advancing to the spot.
Though rendered less connected by many and general “The lad is quick of sight and keen of wit for his years.”interruptions and outbreakings, a translation of their language This was certainly noodi This Wad trdiiind indeed!would have contained a regular deseant, which in substance

. . . .
might have proved to possess a train of consecutive ideas. Bony» the halfcaste Allstrahah abhrlglhal d9tect1Ve> the
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doyen Of black trackers, never attained these heights. And ' when on a perfect level it remained for a single moment
listen to this! Note how this Huron met his death! (Either ' without tremor or vtar1tati_on.a ggrkgggfgggiggaggeirflggtilgt 1

a Huron, or a Mingo, or an Oneida, or a Mohawk, the 1 Ptmred fhrth ‘ts °°h ens m g “ t t. . t Ht»names are all one to Cooper.) There! That shhthd do 1h The S h lohhly ms a
The conict was soon decided: the tomahawk of Heyward ‘ is no doubt the secret of Hawk-eye’s success as a marksmaln.

and the rie of Hawk-eye descended on the skull of the Huron it But when the Indians examined the gourd, no traces Of tle
at the same moment that the knife o_f Uncas reached’his heart. = bullet were to be Seen! Not a mark on the gourd! Ngt .3

Well, he should be dead!_ Using the cliche of the . mark on the tree; Does this Wen’-y the reader? Net a bit
journalist, death must have been instantaneous. This passage 1 of it, He has been caught that way before, He knows that
comes from Chapter XII, and there could_be no more fruitful Hawkeye has put his bullet through the Orice already there
ghhhhd thah this Chapter for hh exhhhheh 1h Ehghsh to . in the centre of the gourd to let the Water out. He was on
Wield his hlhe pehhih I Suppose every major fhhlt from ' to that all right; in fact, he was expecting it! But he was
tautology to hendiadys cou1d_be found in these fourteen pages , not prepared for this amazing addition!
with_ an abundance which is completely bewildering. The The Indian youths, tearing the golurd from thhevtree, held
spelling, nevertheless, is good. it high with an exulting shout, dlsplaylng a "Ole W "T8 bviivm,

Boy scouts innocently reading “The Last of the Mohicans” I which had beenfllt hiiréhgf hhgljfppagegidiatsstng through themay note the following important points in trailing which do » “Wat °”c‘3 m e_Chh_ " ,, ff t an
not occur in their handbook. They are quoted verbatim. “Th1S.11116XP@<3t9d sxhlhltloh , h0°Ps1_ Ross 011; 9 9*? 11 Y

(1) Rapid oblique glances at the moss on trees. established Hawk-eye in the possession of his dangerous
(2) Occasional upward glances at the setting sun. 1/.eputatiOn_>, And rightly S0, tool! The twentieth century,(3) Passing looks at the directions of watercourses.

» with all its new inventions and atomic Weapons, has yet
(4) Exammmg the barks of treeS'

O ' t th ' on which can re round corners(5) Walking fty miles Without stopping to take breath. to lhvsh 6 “leap ¢ -(6) Turn_ing_your cheeks to the_air. Having ploughed through chapter after chapter Of this
(7) hhhtsherthg the °°1°hh V‘h°‘hty hhd qhhhthy of the Water

T
tiresome book, one comes upon, here and there (1900 edition,111 6 S I‘63.IIlS.

i . ‘ - - - '(8) Running with a low nose to the ground. Macmillan, London) a ray of sunshine, an illustration by
(9) Keeping your eyes on the dried leaves. j H. M. Brock. There are twentyzve of these _(dated 18!l7)

N0, they would scarcely be found in the handbook. Bill Cody i; and in my mature consideration it was these pictures which
would disclaim every one of them. So would Wild Bill enabled those few hardy lads who got through “The, Last
Hickok. of the Mohicans” to do so without coming to regard (Jooper

Hawk-eye’s remarkable performance at the shooting V. as in the same class as they regarded Shakespeare.
match between himself and Major Heyward is worthy of At the head of each of the thirty-tliree chapters Cooperinclusion in Ripley’s “Believe It or Not” series.

j quotes a piece of verse, the purpose of which is not generallyd.The goulrdtwas one of ting l%SLl3.l littile (yeselshusgd by thg clear. One only will sufce to show the inaptness of hisI1 13118, 3.11 1 W35 SLISDQII (-3 I'OIIl 3. ea oug O 8. sma . . _-pine by a thong of deewkin at the fun distance of a hundred it quotations. Chaptei XVII, dealing v» ith the suirender of
ya,-ds_

I Fort William Henry, has this from Gray at its head:
Heyward red rst. Naturally enough. Any time there is “Weave we the weef_ ‘The thread is spun.
a shooting match on depend upon it, Hawkeye will have the 1 The web is wove. The work is done.”
last sh°t- It is Part Qt his tsshhiqhs Heyward missed the e. It could have been placed at the head of any of the other
%;Il1;€<l,,,hhtN]E1;‘t7 ti1}c9ig1‘s€[;?kV:;i,gil;t&$n0h 0119 slde ht the PPOPQ1‘ . thirty-two chapters ,with equal suitability.

I The scout shook his priming an-d cocked his piece; and, as 1 Vvhhn anyOne Suggests ts) me that Shhahh’ book iotghahe ended he threw back a foot and slowly raised the muzzle Sh 1091 hhtary Oh f01' 3 h0.Y s teadthg ls The Last 0 efrom the earth: the motion was steady, uniform, and in one M0h1Cahs”> “D991's1aY9I‘” 91° “Pathnder” 01' any other ofdire<1ti0I1- Cooper’s novels, or, in fact, novels by Marryatt, BallantyneThis amazing sentence lets the reader know the calibre and Edward S. Ellis I will immediately ask “Why?” UnlessOf the man he has to deal with, He can’t miss! Cooper the answer is: “Becaiise I have just read it and I think a boyproceeds: would enjoy it”, then I will pay no heed to the suggestion.


